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1 . IN BRIEF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION MARCH 7 ABOUT CONTEXTS OF HIS 
LETTER (TRANSMITTED TO DEPT WITH REFTEL) IAEC CHAIRMAN SETHNA MADE 
FOLLOWING CLARIFICATIONS WITH RESPECT TO CONSTRUCTION PERIOD AND 
COST OF ADDITIONAL WASTE STORAGE FACILITIES: (A) COST ESTIMATE OF 

RS. 55 MILLION ($6.25 MILLION) AND CONSTRUCTION PERIOD OF 52 MONTHS 
REFER ONLY TO FACILITY TO HOLD 20 YEARS WASTE DISCHARGE, OR 
ONE-HALF OF THE TOTAL FACILITIES REQUIRED TO COVER THE ENTIRE 
ESTIMATED EXTENDED LIFE OF THE TARAPUR REACTORS; (B) ANY 
SMALLER FACILITY WOULD NOT SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCE EITHER THE 
CONSTRUCTION PERIOD OR COST ESTIMATE BECAUSE SUCH 
FACILITIES AS VENTILATION, CONTROL SYSTEM AND CLEAN-UP 
SYSTEM REQUIRE ABOUT THE SAME CONSTRUCTION PERIOD REGARDLESS 
OF SIZE AND THERE IS NO SHARP SAVING WHEN THEIR SIZE IS 
REDUCED. 

2. IN RESPONSE TO CONGEN QUESTION AS TO WHETHER SETHNA 

SAY ANY OTHER QUICKER ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS TO WASTE STORAGE 
PROBLEM, SETHNA SAID HE IS STILL STUDYING POSIBILITY 
OF RE-RACKING, USING HIGH-DENSITY, NEUTRON-ABSORBING 
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RACKS. A MAJOR PROBLEM, STILL UNRESOLVED, IS WHETHER 
POOLS AT TARAPUS WHICH OF COURSE ARE ELEVATED WILL BEAR 
A SIGNIFICANTLY LARGER LOAD. HE SAID THAT DETERMINING 
THEIR LOAD-BEARING CAPABILITY HAS PROVED MORE COMPLICATED 
THAN ORIGINALLY THOUGHT, LARGELY BECAUSE HE DOES NOT HAVE 
READILY ON HAND BASIC DATA REQUIRED FOR THIS EVALUATION. 

AS TARAPUR WAS A TURN-KEY PROJECT NOT LOCALLY DESIGNED, HE 
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HAS HAD TO RUN A NUMBER OF COMPUTER STUDIES WHICH 
ARE STILL NOT COMPLETE. HE HOPES TO HAVE RESULTS WITHIN 
NEXT TWO WEEKS AT WHICH TIME HE WILL HAVE A CLEAR IDEA 
AS TO WHETHER THE HIGH DENSITY RACKS WHICH OF COURSE 
WILL REQUIRE IMPORTED MATERIALS COULD PROVIDE A SHORT- 
TERM SOLUTION WHILE ADDITIONAL LARGER STORAGE FACILITIES 
ARE BEING CONSTRUCTED. 

COURTNEY 
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